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Southern Schools Highlight Achievements
The Southern York County School District (SYCSD) is pleased to 
present its Annual Report to the Community, a detailed publi-
cation that highlights the District’s outstanding educational 
programs and student accomplishments, in and out of the class-
room for the 2012-13 school year.

As public school districts continue to face economic challenges, 
SYCSD has continued to maintain extremely high student 
achievement and remain fiscally responsible. Here are a few 
highlights from 2012-13 as featured in the Annual Report:

PA School Performance Profile

Southern Proud of School Performance profile (SPP)

Schools within the Southern York County School District ranked 
in the top five as compared to like schools within York County 
based on newly released data from the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Education (PDE). This data is released from the Penn-
sylvania’s School Performance Profile (SPP).  The purpose of the 
SPP is to comprehensively assess the academic performance of 
each school across the state. 

While schools previously received a No Child Left Behind Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) designation, 
public schools now receive an academic performance score, based on academic data and an academic per-
formance score. Below are the Southern York County School District’s academic scores, based out of 100%. 
Schools that score a 70% or greater are considered satisfactory:

Susquehannock High School: 93%    Southern Middle School: 86.9% 
Friendship Elementary School: 85.7%    Shrewsbury Elementary School: 90.4% 
                               Southern Elementary School: 94.8%

The District’s elementary schools ranked in the top five in comparison to all other kindergarten through 
sixth grade schools in York County. In addition, Southern Middle School ranked second in comparison to 
other York County middle schools, serving grades seven and eight. Susquehannock High School ranked 
second in comparison to other York County high schools.

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

The SAT is a globally recognized college admission test. Susquehannock High School students performed 
well above the state and national averages on the SAT in Reading, Math and Writing.  In Reading, Susque-
hannock students achieved an average score of 513 as compared to 494 in the state and 496 nationally. In 
Math, Susquehannock students achieved an average score of 525 as compared to 504 statewide and 514 
nationally. In Writing, Susquehannock students achieved an average score of 501 as compared 482 state-
wide and 488 nationally.

Advanced Placement Program (AP)

The AP program offers college-level curriculum to high school students. Most colleges grant placement and 
credits to students who obtain scores of 3, 4, or 5 on the exams. In 2013, 247 Susquehannock High School 
students in grades 11 and 12 participated in the AP exams. For those who took an exam, 89% scored a 3, 
4, or 5.

For more details about District programs and student achievement in the Annual Report to the Community,   
click here or visit www.sycsd.org; click District tab; Plans, Budgets, and Reports.

http://www.sycsd.org/files/filesystem/2012-13%20Annual%20Report%20Final%20Version%20greyscale.pdf
http://www.sycsd.org/
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Possible Tax Reduction for 
Homeowners

This will be the seventh year that homeowners are eligible for property tax relief 
through the Property Tax Relief Fund as part of Act 1 of 2006.  Each year by May 
1st, the State Secretary of the Budget must certify if there are enough funds to 
provide homeowners with property tax relief. There is a possibility that there may 
be enough money in the Property Tax Relief Fund for the 2014-15 tax year that 
begins on July 1, 2014, so that this relief may again be offered.

In order for a homeowner to receive this tax reduction, which comes in the form 
of a homestead/farmstead assessment reduction, the homeowner must have 
an approved homestead/farmstead application on file with the York County 
Assessment Office.  In December 2013, as required under Act 1, the District sent 
homestead/farmstead applications to any residential property owner that was not 
approved as a homestead/farmstead.  If you received one of these applications, it 
needs to be completed and returned to the County by March 1, 2014 to determine 
if your property is an eligible homestead/farmstead property.  Unfortunately, per 
the Act, applications acquired after the March 1st deadline must wait until the 
following year to qualify for a homestead or farmstead exclusion.

The county assessor must notify the property owner of the approval or denial of 
the exclusion within 30 days after the receipt of the application. 

If you have submitted an application in the past, received an approval for your 
property, and your primary residence has not changed, that approval is still good.  
If you did not receive an application and/or approval notification and are unsure 
whether your property is on the approved list of homestead/farmsteads, you may 
check by:

•  Accessing the website via www.sycsd.org. Click “Tax Office” (left hand side), and     
then click “Homestead/Farmstead Information.”  There will be a link to put in your 
property information to check to see if your property has been approved.

• Calling 235-4811, extension 7300 for the District Tax Office.  We can check the 
records from the County to see if the property is listed as approved.

• Calling 771-9232 for the York County Assessment Office. Please have your 
property parcel number ready when you call.

Act 1 Index and the 2014-15 Budget
Section 311(d)(1) of Act 1 permits a school district to elect to adopt a resolution 
indicating it will not raise the rate of any tax for the support of public schools for 
the following fiscal year by more than its index. Upon approval of the resolution, 
the school district can then follow a traditional budget development process and 
forego the accelerated Act 1 time line.  

The Southern York County School District is pleased to announce that the Board 
passed a resolution December 5, 2013 not to raise property taxes more than the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education index for the 2014-15 fiscal year. The 
Board of Education is committed to delivering a tax increase below the 2.5% index, 
established by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. It should be noted, 
however, that the percentage increase has not yet been determined. The prelimi-
nary budget for the District is expected to be approved by the Board of Education 
at the April 17, 2014 Board meeting. The final budget is expected to be approved 
by the Board of Education at its regularly scheduled meeting of Thursday, May 22, 
2014. Following the April Board meeting, the proposed budget will be available for 
review on the District’s website and also available at the District Administration 
building.

board of school directors
Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Dr. Wayne McCullough .........................Secretary 
                                                      (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ron Groncki ........................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Alyson Fair......................Student Representative

administration
Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ...............Superintendent
Dr. Sandra L. Lemmon .......Asst. Superintendent
Dr. Wayne McCullough ............. Chief Financial &  
                                                Operations Officer
Dr. Kim Adkins................Director of Curriculum &  
                                                            Instruction

board meetings
The Southern York County School District Board 
of Education holds meetings on the  third Thurs-
day of January through November, and the first 
Thursday of  December, unless otherwise noted. 
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference 
Room of the District Administration building. 
Meetings are also televised live via Comcast’s 
Cable TV Channel 99 and also in rerun on the 
District’s Website.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office.............................................. Ext. 7300

* * *
mission statement

The Southern York County School District, 
through a cooperative effort with the family and 
community, will provide a quality learning envi-
ronment that promotes character, fosters respon-
sibility, and challenges students to achieve their 
potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of 
its activities, programs, employment policies or 
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the American Dis-
abilities Act of 1990.  Employees and participants 
who have an inquiry or complaint of harassment 
or discrimination, or who need information about 
accommodations for persons with disabilities, 
should contact the office of the Assistant Superin-
tendent of Schools, Southern York County School 
District, P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 
or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a 
year—October, January/February, April, and 
May/June through the Marketing and Public In-
formation Office of the District.  

website
www.sycsd.org

http://www.sycsd.org/
www.sycsd.org
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Elementary Students Compete in Geography Contest 
Students in grades four, five, and six at Friendship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elementary Schools participated this year in the 
National Geography Bee. The National Geography Bee is an educational program sponsored by the National Geographic Society. Fol-
lowing a qualifying test, the students from each class then proceeded to the preliminary round competition, where they answered 
questions on United States geography, state geography, American cities, continents and oceans, and cultural geography. 

The top 10 students in this round advanced to the final round of competition and competed until three winners from each elemen-
tary school were then determined in the championship round. From Southern Elementary, the Geography Bee winners included 
sixth grader, Emily Heiser, who came in first place; fifth grader, Kylie Miller, who placed second; and fifth grader, Julia Wagner, who 
finished third. At Shrewsbury Elementary, the winners included all fifth grade students, Jacob Calp, in first; Eric Saenz, who placed 
second; and Michael Fisher, in third. At Friendship Elementary, the winners included fifth grader, Allison Scharff, who placed first; 
sixth grader, Jacob Barnhart, in second; and sixth grader, CJ Munch, in third place.

The first place winners from each school will then complete a written state qualifying test, which will be returned to the National 
Geographic Society. Test scores determine those students who will progress to the state level of competition in April. 

Shrewsbury Elementary School winners were (left 
to right) Eric Saenz, Jacob Calp, and Michael Fisher; 
also pictured are Principal Jodie Sauers, far right, 
and Assistant Principal Lisa Boyer, far left.

Friendship Elementary School winners were (left to 
right) CJ Munch, Allison Scharff, and Jacob Barn-
hart.; Assistant Principal Mary Dankosky is in the 
back.

Southern Elementary School winners were (left to 
right) Kylie Miller, Emily Heiser, and Julia Wagner; 
Assistant Principal Mary Dankosky is in the back.

Students from Southern Middle School recently participated in a 
school-wide spelling bee as part of the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee. Sponsored by E.W. Scripps Co., the spelling bee is the nation’s 
largest and longest-running educational program and helps to 
develop correct English usage that participants retain for life. Dur-
ing the Middle School event, 10 students advanced to the qualifying 
round, an oral bee that lasted 10 rounds.

Eighth grader, Joshua Fair was the champion after he correctly 
spelled the word, “injurious.” In order to be crowned champion, Fair 
had to spell a word correctly when all the other competitors mis-
spelled their own words. Eighth grade student, Alex Bongardt and 
seventh grade student, Brandon Milano placed second and third 
respectively. As the first and second place winners, Fair and Bon-
gardt won online Encyclopedia Britannica subscriptions, according 
to Gifted Support Teacher, Kate Newland, the event coordinator.
All three students advance to the semifinal regional competition 
on January 26, 2014, where they will take a written test at the 
Harrisburg-based public broadcasting television station, WITF. The 
top spellers from this test will compete in an oral televised regional 
spelling bee on February 22, 2014 at WITF.

“The semifinal regional competition is a paper and pencil test with 
100 words and will have students from 10 different counties,” New-

land said. “No more than 36 participants from this paper and pencil 
test will compete in the Grand Champion Spelling Bee.”
The winner from the regional Grand Champion Spelling Bee event is 
then qualified to compete nationally in the Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee, which will take place in Washington, D.C.

“This year, we definitely saw improvements in the spelling of the 
students,” she said. “For the qualifying quiz, many students said 
they studied and there was a large increase in scores. All three of 
the winners of the spelling bee said they spent time studying as 
well, not only for the qualifier quiz, but also for the final rounds.”

Middle School Students Shine in National Spelling Bee

Featured in the 
photo are, left 
to right, Joshua 
Fair, Alexander 
Bongardt, and 
Brandon Milano



Students Selected for District  7 Chorus

Students from Susquehannock 
high school and Southern Middle 
School were selected by audition 
to perform as part of the York 
Youth Symphony for the 2013-14 
school year. 

From the high school, York Youth 
Symphony students include: 
Adam Fishburn (percussion), 
Emma Gruner (viola), Brian Miller 
(violin), Kelcie Baker (violin), Amy 
Whitesell (violin), and Kristen Zak 
(violin). Jacob Hebel (cello) from 
Southern Middle School was also 
selected for the York Youth Sym-
phony.

Two Susquehannock High School students were selected by audition to partici-
pate in the 2013-14 Pennsylvania Music Educators (PMEA) District 7 Chorus. 
The students include junior, Ethan Paules (Tenor I) and senior, James Sergent 
(Bass I). 

Nine Susquehannock High School Students auditioned for the highly competi-
tive program. Paules was among 50 Tenor I students who auditioned. With a 
score of 255 out of a possible 300 points, Paules earned  5th place and was one 
of the 25 Tenor I students who were selected for the District 7 Chorus. Sergent, 
who auditioned among 70 other Bass I students, earned a score of 254 out of 
300 points and finished in 18th place. 

The PMEA District 7 Chorus Festival was held at Central Dauphin High School 
January 10 and 11, 2014. The guest conductor for the concert was Lawrence 
Doebler. 

Students Perform in York Youth Symphony
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York Youth Symphony students from Susquehannock High School 
are (left to right) first row – Emma Gruner, Kristen Zak, and Kel-
cie Baker; second row – Brian Miller, Amy Whitesell, and Adam 
Fishburn.

Jacob Hebel, above, from South-
ern Middle School, was selected 
to perform in the York Youth Sym-
phony.

Ethan Paules , left, and Jimmy Sergent, right, were selected 
for the PMEA District 7 Chorus.

SHS Student Performs in U.S. Army  Marching Band
Susquehannock High School senior Mark Weaver performed the bass drum 
at the United States Army All-American Bowl January 4, 2014. Weaver was 
among 125 musicians and color guard members from around the nation 
who was selected for the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band.

For the third year and second consecutive year, a Susquehannock High 
School student participated at halftime during the national East vs. West 
high school football game at the Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas. 

Representatives from the National Association for Music Education 
(NAfME) and the U.S. Army visited Susquehannock as part of an induction 
ceremony, and presented Weaver to the public as a member the U.S. Army 
All-American Marching Band.

“I am really excited and it’s pretty awesome to be selected to perform,” 
Weaver said and added that he was inspired to audition by his friend, Corey 
Mohar, who also performed last January in the U.S. Army All-American 
Marching Band.

Featured in the photo are U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Core, 
left, Staff Sgt. Leasi Maiava, right, and Mark Weaver, center.
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Elementary and middle school students from the Southern York County School District were also selected by audition to perform as 
part of the York Junior Symphony for the current school year. 

Performing for the York Junior Symphony are the following Southern Middle School students: Lindsey Snyder (violin), Justin Feild 
(cello), Josepher Chen (violin), Lucas Sherman (violin), Julia McKenzie (viola), and Alexandra Fabie (violin). 

In addition, Shrewsbury Elementary School students, Matthew Ian Ware (cello) and Annie Hebel (cello); Southern Elementary School 
students, Bethany Kuhns (cello), Coleman Bongardt (violin), Jenna Schechter (cello), Andrew Kalmanowicz (cello), and Justin Miller 
(cello); and Friendship Elementary School student, Jordan Pflieger (violin), were also selected for the York Junior Symphony.

This year’s York Junior Symphony Orchestra is comprised of 93 members. The members, ranging from 5th to 8th grades, represent 
area schools in York and Adams Counties. The York Junior Symphony Fall Concert will take place on Sunday, April 6, 2014 at a loca-
tion to be determined.

Students Perform in York Junior Symphony

York Junior Symphony students from Southern Middle School include 
(left to right) Josepher Chen, Lindsey Snyder, Alexandra Fabie, Lucas 
Sherman, Justin Feild, and Julia Mckenzie

Musical
Achievements

Representing Shrewsbury Elementary School, Annie Hebel, left, and 
Matthew Ian Ware, right, were chosen to be part of this year’s York 
Junior Symphony.

From Friendship Elementary School, 
Jordan Pflieger, was selected to per-
form in the York Junior Symphony.

From Southern Elementary School, the York Junior Symphony stu-
dents are, left to right – Justin Miller, Andrew Kalmanowicz, Bethany 
Kuhns, Jenna Schechter, and Coleman Bongardt
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Athletic Achievements

Outstanding Teams & Athletes
Girls Volleyball:   
Abigail Bentz .......................................YAIAA Player of the Year

PCVA District III Class AAA First Team All-Star
PIAA AAA All State Team

Girls Tennis:
Katie Wagner .......................................YAIAA Player of the Year

YAIAA Singles Champion
PIAA District III AAA Singles Champion

Girls Field Hockey:
Taylor Mumley ....................................YAIAA Player of the Year
Boys Cross Country:
Jacob Thomas ......................................YAIAA Player of the Year
Boys Soccer:
Nathan Bilbie .......................................YAIAA Player of the Year

All-Star Teams
Congratulations to the following Susquehannock High School 
students, who were named to the Coaches’ YAIAA All-Star 
Teams:
Logan Foore .................................................................. Football
Bryan Kerr .................................................................... Football
Luke Knott .................................................................... Football
Sammy Miller ............................................................... Football
Abigail Bentz ..................................................... Girls Volleyball
Nathan Bilbie ...........................................................Boys Soccer
Ryan Chilcoat ..........................................................Boys Soccer
Alex Rebich ..............................................................Boys Soccer
Ashton Alban .........................................................Field Hockey
Camryn Burk .........................................................Field Hockey
Julianne Garofalo ..................................................Field Hockey
Alesha Herman ......................................................Field Hockey
Taylor Mumley ......................................................Field Hockey
Usha Baublitz ......................................................... Girls Tennis
Chelsey Simmers .................................................... Girls Tennis
Katie Wagner .......................................................... Girls Tennis
Jacob Thomas ............................................ Boys Cross Country
Rachel Banchiere .........................................Girls Cross County
Emily Fourhman..........................................Girls Cross County
Madison Mummert .................................................Girls Soccer
Caleb Bryant ........................................................................ Golf

Pictured at left: Front row (left to right) – Taylor Mumley, Rachel Banchiere, 
Emily Fourhman, Usha Baublitz, Madison Mummert, Camryn Burk, Alesha 
Herman, and Caleb Bryant; Back row – Jacob Thomas, Chelsey Simmers, Luke 
Knott, Bryan Kerr, Sammy Miller, Abigail Bentz, and Alex Rebich; absent from 
the photo – Katie Wagner, Ashton Alban, Nathan Bilbie, Ryan Chilcoat, Logan 
Foore, and Julianne Garofalo

Fall Sports Review

SHS Graduate to Compete in 2014 Winter Olympics
Glen Rock native and 2012 Susquehannock High 
School graduate, Summer Britcher, will be com-
peting in luge during the 2014 Winter Olympics 
in Sochi, Russia this February. 

Britcher recently earned a spot on the United 
States luge team by placing ninth in the fifth 
World Cup event of the 2013-14 season in Park 
City, Utah. She qualified by finishing in the top-
nine. This is the first time in her career that 
Britcher earned a spot on the U.S. Winter Olym-
pic team in the seven years that she has been 
training in luge, the sport of sled racing. Since 

she began training, Britcher has earned several 
medals at various events throughout the world. 
She won a bronze medal in 2011 in the Nor-
ton National Women’s Luge Championships 
and posted the fourth-fastest time among U.S. 
female competitors at the same event in 2012. 
She also earned a gold medal in team relay dur-
ing the 2012 Youth Olympic Games.

Britcher visited Susquehannock recently, where 
students, staff, and administrators welcomed 
her back and wished her luck in the upcoming 
Olympic games. 

Coming Soon...            Susquehannock High School Theatre Presents:
                  Bye Bye Birdie      

                      April 4-6, 2014

                 Susquehannock High School - Richard D. Hupper Auditorium

           3280 Fissels Church Road; Glen Rock, Pa 17327



Sixth graders at Shrewsbury Elementary School learned the 
meaning of philanthropy by participating in a food collection 
project.  They accumulated, packed, and donated more than 1,600 
nonperishable items for the Harvest Food Distribution Center, 
which serves as a food distribution facility for Southern York 
County and its surrounding communities. From cereal, rice, stuff-
ing, and canned goods, many bags and boxes were packed with 
foods for the holidays.

This year’s food drive was based on a football competition 
between two NFL teams, the Pittsburgh Steelers and the Balti-
more Ravens.  The students spearheaded the food drive, making 
signs and morning announcements, as well as sending letters 
home that asked for the donations.

“This project was part of the annual philanthropy project that 
our sixth graders do as a connection to our BizTown unit,” Sixth 
Grade Teacher Karen Deluca said. “We linked the lesson on phi-
lanthropy to an authentic community project, which is always a 
food drive to benefit our local food banks.”

The students brainstormed ideas for the food drive, designed, 
and wrote the flyers that were sent home with every Shrewsbury 
Elementary student. They also wrote the morning announce-
ments that promoted the food drive and the competition, while 
also maintaining a daily count of the food totals.

This year’s Ravens vs. Steelers competition drew a record number 
of food contributions, Deluca said. “We tripled what we collected 
last year,” she said.

The football territories were designated in the school lobby for 

students to deliver their donations. Sixth graders also helped to 
load the pantry truck with the items on collection day. 

Students said they were inspired by all of the collection efforts. “I 
thought it was very cool that we got to help people who need the 
food,” sixth grade student, Caroline Folfas said.

According to food pantry volunteer Tim Smith, hundreds of fami-
lies were assisted during the holidays this year. “This distribution 
is wonderful,” he said as the sixth graders packed his van with the 
donations. 

Students Compete and Collect for Food Pantry
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Ideal for groups & 
trips of all kinds

Our school buses aren't just for kids. From �eld 
trips to corporate events, choosing yellow is the 
a�ordable alternative for a variety of groups and 
destinations.

Cost
  Competitive rates
  Less costly than a motor
  coach
  No-frills buses equal savings  
  for you
  Low cost per passenger

Professionalism
  Clean, reliable buses
  Professionally trained drivers
  Standards-compliant 
  maintenance program
  Industry-leading safety features

A Proud Sponsor of  The Southern Way,
Southern York County School District’s Newsletter

Shrewsbury Elementary School sixth graders collected more than 1,600 
goods for this year’s food drive, basing the project on a football competition.



School Calendar — February through April
Friday, February 7   ................................................................................................................................. Teacher In-Service - No School

Friday, February 14  ..........................................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session

Monday, February 17  .......................................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session

Friday, March 7  .............................................................................................................................. Teacher In-Service -Early Dismissal

Thursday, April 17  ............................................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session

Friday, April 18  ......................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session-Early Dismissal

Monday, April 21   .............................................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session

Additional days lost to inclment weather will be made up as follows:
May 23, June 5, June 6, June 9, June 10, and June 11, 2014
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Senior Citizens May be Eligible for Tax Relief
The Southern York County School District is pleased to 
announce that 2013-14 is the eighth year of the Property 
Tax Rebate Program. Senior and disabled citizens may 
receive a rebate of up to $500 of property taxes paid, if 
eligible. During the 2012-13 fiscal year, $98,946.19 was 
rebated to 267 taxpayers. To qualify for the program, 
you must be:

• 65 years or older, widow or widower (50 or older), or   
permanently disabled; and

• Own and occupy your home in the Southern York 
County School District; and 

• Your total eligible annual household  income, includ-
ing the income that your spouse and/or any other 
household resident(s) earned and received while living 

with you, is $25,000 or less, which excludes one-half of Social 
Security benefits, supplemental Social Security income, and 
Tier 1 Railroad Retirement benefits; and 

• Your 2013-14 tax bill must have been paid by December 
31,   2013.

Applications are available at the Southern York County School 
District Administration Building, the South-Central York 
County Senior Center, or can be downloaded from the South-
ern York County School District’s website, www.sycsd.org. 
Click “Tax Office” (left hand side), then “Property Tax Rebate 
Program.” For questions and/or assistance, call the School 
District at 235-4811, extension 7300.  We will be happy to 
help you complete the form by appointment.   

The deadline for filing the rebate form is May 15, 2014.

A Proud Sponsor of  The Southern Way,
Southern York County School District’s Newsletter

http://www.sycsd.org/

